
THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS
Fifth Sunday of Lent - 26 March 2023, 11h00

COMBINEDWORSHIP

Welcome, we are so happy you are here!

ACP is a Christian community of all socio-economic backgrounds, ethnicities, races,

nationalities, gender identities, and sexual orientations.

Creation Care is important to us, so please take or recycle your bulletin after the service.

Corporate words are in bold. You are invited to rise when you see this symbol

We Gather

Prelude OMensch, bewein dein Sünde groß J.S. Bach

(O man, bewail thy sin so great) Sara Barton, organ

Arioso J. S. Bach

Sinfonia to Cantata BWV 156 Ich steh mit einem Fuß im Grabe

(I stand with one foot in the grave)

Paul Guerin, flute; Tristan Pettex-Muffat, piano

Welcome, Greeting Paul Rock

The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

And also with you.

Call to Worship (from Psalm 46) Dan Michalek

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in times of trouble.

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea,

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, God is in the

midst of the city; it shall not be moved

God will help when the morning dawns.

Hymn No. 276 Great Is Thy Faithfulness Chisholm/Runyan

Psalm of Common Confession - #51 vv. 1, 6, 1 (No. 195 in hymnal)

Have mercy on us, living Lord,

remember not our sin.

According to Your steadfast love,

come cleanse us deep with-in. (time of silent prayer)



Words of Assurance Dan Michalek

As David writes in Psalm 51, our God does not delight in sacrifice

or burnt offerings.

Our acceptable sacrifice is a humble spirit; a broken and

contrite heart will not escape God’s notice.

Gloria Patri, No. 579

Youth Anthem The Goodness of Jesus CityAlight

ACP Youth Choirs; Astrid Breon, violin

Children’s Moment Elizabeth Murray

Children are invited to come forward for the Children’s Moment, and then go

to their worship spaces during the passing of the peace.

Passing of the Peace

Lenten Sermon Series: The Gift of Lament

Walking the lonesome valley with Jesus together

Sermon When to Fight and When to Flow Paul Rock

Isaiah 43:18-19 & Lamentations 3:17-25 (pages 586; 669)

We Respond and Are Sent into theWorld

Communal response of prayer and song Don Lee, Lisa Allen-McLaurin

I must tell Jesus, I must tell Jesus,

I cannot bear these burdens alone;

I must tell Jesus, I must tell Jesus,

Jesus can help me, Jesus alone.

We must tell Jesus, we must tell Jesus,

We cannot bear these burdens alone;

We must tell Jesus, we must tell Jesus,

Jesus can help us, Jesus alone.

The Lord’s Prayer: (in your mother tongue)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not

into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the

kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



Call for Offering Don Lee

Offertory Order My Steps Glenn Burleigh

Jennifer Young, soloist

Bringing Forth the Tithes and Offerings African Fellowship

Prayer of Dedication

Closing Song The Steadfast Love of the Lord Edith McNeill

(see screens)

Devon Graves: acoustic guitar, vocals

Sophie Else, Alex Duigan, Akosua Opong-Wiredu, David Clothier: vocals

Benediction - and transition to ACP Annual Meeting Paul Rock

Postlude The Steadfast Love of the Lord Edith McNeill

(reprise)

Welcome to all! Check out acparis.org and the QR code for all the information on
ACP happenings. And so much more …
If you are in need of prayer, a lay caregiver is available in the
chapel (to the right of the sanctuary) after service.
Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting: TODAY following the
11h Service in the Sanctuary. The purpose of the meeting is to
receive 2022 Ministry Reports from Council, Staff and Pastoral
Leadership, present 2022 preliminary financial results, and
approve the 2023 budget. If you cannot be present, please
complete the electronic proxy at acparis.org/proxy.
Strategic Vision Listening Session - TODAY in the Library following the
congregational meeting.
No Youth Group or Confirmation today - due to the congregational meeting.
Dance + Engagement Night: 31 March, 18h30 to 21h in the Theater. Special night
of fun, food and meaningful fellowship. Our mission partner DK-Bel Co will be
holding a dance workshop for all. Dk-Bel’s main focus is on inclusion through art,
defending the values of empathy, sharing and kindness.
Nursery Director position available: contact childrensworship@acparis.org.

mailto:childrensworship@acparis.org


NOMINATION TIME - Do you know someone who could be a great fit for the
ACP Council? The ACP Nominating Committee prayerfully discerns and nominates
servant leaders each year to ensure the wise and faithful governance of our church.
Please help us with our discernment and send your prayerful suggestions for council
leadership by email to nominating@acparis.org. Thank you!
Easter Lilies:We invite you to participate in our Easter worship services this year
by providing an Easter Lily for the ACP sanctuary, and making a special dedication
in honor or memory of a loved one in our worship bulletins. The suggested donation
for the lilies is 25€ per plant. Order today at acparis.org. Last day to order: 2 April.

Contact us:

Senior Pastor The Rev. Dr. Paul Rock paulrock@acparis.org
Associate Pastor for Youth The Rev. Elizabeth Murray youthpastor@acparis.org
and Young Adults
Children’s Ministry Director The Rev. Allison Wheeler childrensworship@acparis.org
Associate Pastor in Residence The Rev. Don Lee associatepastor@acparis.org
Visiting Pastor The Rev. Dan Michalek visitingpastor@acparis.org
Contemporary Music Dir./
Coor. of Music Ministries Natalie McConnell cmusic@acparis.org
Youth/Children Music Dir. Sara Barton ymusic@acparis.org
Music Scholar in Residence The Rev. Dr. Lisa Allen-McLaurin vocal-choirs@acparis.org
Music inquiries Please email… general-music@acparis.org
Executive Secretary Heather Walter secretary@acparis.org
Director of Operations Jörg Kaldewey admin@acparis.org
Communications Coordinator John Newman connections@acparis.org

The Ministry of the American Church depends on you. We depend on the
generosity of visitors, members and alumni in Paris and worldwide who continue
to be touched by its ministries. Please give at acparis.org/donate (QR code
below), email acctg@acparis.org, or visit acparis.org/support-us for more
information on being a part of ACP’s ministry through regular
stewardship or planned giving. You can also speak with a pastor
after today’s service. Gifts by those subject to French income tax
receive a 66% reduction in their tax due (up to 20% of taxable
income). The after-tax cost of your support is therefore only €34
for a €100 gift. This applies to gifts made online, by check or by
bank transfer in EUR to The American Church in Paris. For those who may prefer
the charitable deduction from taxable income in the US, checks in US dollars
should be made out to The American and Foreign Christian Union (AFCU) and
marked “ACP Stewardship”.

American Church in Paris www.acparis.org Facebook.com/AmericanChurchParis
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